Book Reviews 549 physiological changes induced in the cardiovascular and respiratory functions. While much of the book, although dealing with spinal (intradural) analgesia, can be read with great profit and interest by those workers who prefer extradural analgesia, a special chapter has been added to this new edition specifically dealing with extradural block and setting out the phsyiological differences between the two methods. In this we are reminded that while in intradural block the level of sympathetic denervation extends two or more spinal segments higher than the level of somatic sensory analgesia, during extradural blockade the level of sympathetic denervation is the same as the level of sensory block. On the other hand the difference between sensory block (which is always higher) and motor block is greater with extrathan with intra-dural analgesia. Other differences between the two methods are the effects of the larger amounts of analgesic drug, often with adrenaline, used in the extradural technique, and the effects on cerebrospinal fluLid pressure during and just after injection: these last are not of great clinical importance. The book contains a voluminous list of references, a number of them recent, and it would be a useful addition to the libraries of those antsthetic departments where extradural (or intradural) analgesia is practised. Their number is growing.
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International Workshop on Artificial Finger Joints Royal Postgraduate Medical School, London, April 14-15 1969 edited by J S Calnan and P J L Holt Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases, Vol 28 No 5 (Supplement) pp 110 illustrated 30s $3.75 London: British Medical Association 1969 In reviewing this work I would like to quote from Mr Calnan's summing up: 'This workshop was designed and, we believe, has fulfilled the purpose of placing present knowledge and ideas on view, allowing those about to embark on this work an opportunity to survey the whole field'.
Having read these proceedings I agree wholeheartedly with the above statement. Rheumatoid disease presents a problem which is not only complex and prevalent, but is eminently suitable for multidisciplinary study. This publication confirms that fact. The papers reflect the most recent thoughts in the field of artificial finger joints. The discussions, which were often fiery, are fully reported and provide a balance to an occasional biased presentation.
Many subjects are presented: normal versus abnormal anatomy, use of prosthetic joints and comparison of the functional results with those following arthroplasties, the timing and indica-tions for surgery, to mention but a few. There are sound papers dealing with biochemical aspects of artificial joints.
One gets the impression that the participants of the meeting who have committed much of their time and effort to the study of this crippling disease do not lack enthusiasm.
The quality of presentation, illustrations and editing are beyond reproach. This supplement should be read by all who have an occasion to treat patients with rheumatoid hand disease. This symposium presents a wide coverage of selected aspects of the ocular circulation and related topics, divided into consideration of anatomy and physiology, techniques of investigation, systemic vascular diseases and vascular retinopathies. Ashton's contribution on the development of the retinal vessels in man gives his recent views convincingly and several other nonclinical papers indicate the diverse and ingenious approaches which are being used in the elucidation of circulatory function. Hill gives an excellent account of the techniques of fluorescence retinal photography, and the value of this investigation in anomalies of the optic disc is clearly demonstrated in papers by Haining and by Hayreh and Perkins. The work of the latter implicates the choroidal vessels in the genesis of the disc and field changes in glaucoma. In the section on systemic vascular disease only two, albeit important, papers are devoted to hypertension and in a symposium such as this it might be expected that more attention would have been paid to renal disease, which is hardly mentioned. Again, it is a pity that Leishman, whose views on the fundus changes in hypertension are favourably scrutinized by others, did not himself contribute. It is also rather surprising to find a physician discussing central vein thrombosis of the retina without referring to arteriosclerosis. The papers on diabetic retinopathy appear to agree that rigidly controlled subjects stand less chance of developing retinopathy, or, if they do, will have it in a milder form.
Three excellent individual contributions are those by Foulds, the principal organizer of this symposium, on ischmmic optic retinopathy; by Watson on retrograde cannulation for retinal arterial obstruction; and last but not least, the William Mackenzie Memorial Lecture by David Cogan on retinal and papillary vasculitis. It is a
